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An angel of the Lord appeared to the shepherds, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news 

that will cause great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 

you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. - Luke 2:9-12 

 

Becky and I are going into our fifth year of serving in Brazil.  We had no idea the ministry God had in store 

for us when our family of five set out to make a new life in Belem, Brazil.  What we thought we would be 

doing is very different from what we are now doing.  But, we are confident we are doing exactly what we 

should be doing. 

 

We felt called to the Amazon River Valley to work 

with the churches on and by the Amazon River along 

with the churches in the cities.  While this is still a 

passion of mine, God changed our focus towards the 

end of our first year in Brazil.  Amazon Valley 

Academy, an international Christian school, was 

closing and we were asked if we would be willing to 

step in and “save” it. 

 

The last three years Becky and I have dedicated a 

significant amount of our time to the ministry and 

recovery of Amazon Valley Academy (AVA).  We 

estimate there are at least two more years to go 

before AVA will be a functional, debt-free ministry 

that is properly staffed. 

 

This summer Josh will graduate, God willing.  Andrew has 4 more years before he graduates.  At this 

point-in-time, we expect to remain in Brazil until Andrew graduates.  That will give us enough time to 

hire and train a long-term director for the school and 

establish a transition plan and foundation for the other 

ministries including Missão Ponte and Calvary Chapel 

Amazon Valley (CCAV). 

 

Bill has been asked to teach at Calvary Chapel São 

Vicente’s School of Ministry for a month in 2017, which 

we are very interested in doing.   Calvary Chapel Bible 

College Brazil has also approached me to consider 

teaching there as well.  Becky LOVES the idea of being 

back down south, where she spent her childhood.  We will 

have to work through the logistics of schedules and AVA. 

 
Becky meeting with students. 



 

The idea of a liberal arts Christian university in Latin America is still heavy on my heart.  Amazon 

Valley University, which we started in 2014, has been downsized to offer just English as a Foreign 

Language (EFL) classes, while we wait for the right staff to fulfill such a large vision.  We are looking at 

starting a prayer team in 2017 to begin laying a foundation for moving forward or seeing God close 

the doors. 

 

Becky is continuing to work on her Master’s Degree in Christian Education from Calvary Chapel 

University (CCU).  This has been a tremendous resource for her as she has stepped up to be Director 

of AVA.  I had started working on my Doctorate in Christian Education at CCU, but have placed it on 

hold for the time being.  Since moving to Brazil I have earned my Masters in Biblical Studies and 

Doctorates in Biblical Studies and Pastoral Ministries.  While they provided the “Academic Covering 

and Credentials” we needed for the Seminary in Peru and AVA, it will not be enough for effectively 

starting and running a university. 

 

Even though AVA has agreed to pay Becky while serving as Director, due to current expenses and 

additional costs for teachers (AVA has been replacing missionary staff with paid staff as the 

missionaries retire) we have opted not to receive a salary at this time.  Since the economy is still 

suffering in Brazil, Bill is looking at having to do significantly more fund raising in 2017 for Believer’s 

Bridge and AVA than we would have liked.  This will mean at least a few trips to the U.S. to rebuild 

our support base, which has dropped off over the last few years. 

 

In 2016 a lot of time and effort was focused on working with Ministry Ventures (an organization that 

provides ministry consulting and improvement) and Believer’s Bridge.  All very good!  I plan on 

walking AVA, CCAV and Missão Ponte through the same process to lay a good foundation for these 

ministries.  We have established a school board for AVA, which will be a tremendous blessing for 

Becky.  We are planning on doing the same for CCAV in the coming months and establishing the 

framework for CCA to be successful both under and if needed, down the road, separated from AVA. 

 

Next year will be another year of change for us with Josh heading off to college.  Since so much of our 

lives revolves around AVA, I don’t think we will have a significant change in our lives or marriage.  If 

we were involved in many activities because of Josh such as sports, youth ministries, etc. then 

stopping those activities would leave a void.  In this case, we’ll miss Josh – but he is already living the 

independent teenager life.  Andrew may be more impacted by Josh leaving him behind, alone in 

Brazil.  Robert is living in Maryland and working at Ford while going to school to become master auto 

mechanic for Ford vehicles. 

 

This last year we’ve put together some videos.  If you haven’t seen them, you can find them at: 

 

http://www.believersbridge.org/rowley            Or scan: 

 

 

May you and your loved ones have a Blessed Christmas and Happy New Year! 
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