
 

 

 

Teaching and training Christian leaders by building 

a bridge between God’s truth and our hearts. 
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“The teaching of your word gives light, so even the simple can 
understand. “  Psalm 119:130 
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PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 

Brazil is the largest country in both South America and the Latin America region. It is the world’s fifth 
largest country, both by geographical area (3,287,956 square miles) including 21,411 square miles of 
water and in total population of over 203 million. Brazil also has the widest and second longest river in 
the world the Amazon River, it is estimated that between 400 to 500 indigenous Amazonian Indian 
tribes exist throughout the Amazon Rainforest. 
 
The municipality of Belem is located in the state of Para in the northern part of Brazil. It is the gateway 
to the Amazon River. It has a population of over 2.5 million people and is considered the 11th most 
populous city and the second largest city in the northern region of Brazil.  
 
The nuclear family in the Brazil typically consists of five; they have strong ties to the extended family.  It 
is quite common to find three generations living under the same roof.   
   
Children's education normally starts at the Pre-K level up to 3 years old.  Kindergarten is available for 
children from 4 to 6 years old.  Primary and lower secondary education is free and compulsory for 
children between the ages of 6-14. The upper secondary education or (Ensino Medio) is available for 
children ages 15 to 18 years old; it is also free but not compulsory.  Higher education or (Ensino 
Superior) is provided at public or private universities. Higher education is free at the public universities.  
 
In spite of the cost effectiveness of a public education, Brazil’s public education system is falling behind. 
A report by the World Bank has predicted that Brazil is in peril of falling behind other developing 
economies if it does not improve its education system. Currently, there is a vast shortage of qualified 
workforce which is slowly crippling the economy. One of the great obstacles to education reform 
remains the disparity between private and public institutions.   
 
Public schools are located in poor neighborhoods and lack the resources to improve upon infrastructure. 
In addition, teachers working at these public schools often do not possess the knowledge, or expertise, 
to provide students with a high quality education. In Brazil, private schools are the main recipients of 
government funding. Thus, the average private school student is significantly more academically 
advanced than his counterpart at a public school.  
 
A significant problem that we see each year is that millions of students graduate from secondary school 
and are unable to write an essay, to solve a basic Math problem or have no understanding of the basic 
concepts of the sciences. The most disturbing aspect of this phenomenon is that this is socially 
acceptable in Brazil.  The Brazilian people now know and accept the fact that there is a strong 
probability that they will not learn anything in school; currently only 10% of the population has a higher 
education degree. What is even more astonishing is the fact that 32% of the undergraduates in the 
colleges are functionally illiterate. This is clear evidence that as higher education has become more 
accessible, the educational level of the students is in decline.  
                                                                                                                                                           
 



 

AVA Elementary School Students in the classroom 
 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                      

AVA High School students at the Academy  

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                



 

 

 

 

THE NEED 
 

Believer’s Bridge in conjunction with a Brazilian partner, Missao Ponte administers an International 
Christian School near the mouth of the Amazon River in Ananindeua, Para, Brazil called Amazon Valley 
Academy (AVA). AVA’s campus sits on approximately 7 acres and consists of six buildings and a field. The 
newest building has 11 classrooms, administrative offices, a library, a chapel and the other buildings 
have a total of 17 rooms/classrooms.  AVA offers an accredited American-style Christian education for 
students from early childhood through grade 12. 

AVA began as a school for missionary kids in 1957, moving to its current location in 1962.  Having 
undergone several changes, the current student demographic consists of mostly Brazilian nationals with 
a few expatriates.  Our teachers, and staff, are mostly native North Americans, but also include Brazilian 
nationals.  Besides AVA, Believer’s Bridge also administers an EFL program and a new University. 

The academy currently has 100 students enrolled in Pre-K to 12th grade, and the University has 25 
students enrolled. It is estimated that the Academy’s enrollment will continue to grow to over 300 
students in the next two years, and the University level will have over 100 students enrolled.  As the 
Academy and University grow in numbers of students attending, it also creates a great need for more 
teachers, and for proper housing for the teachers and their families. This has become a high priority for 
Believer’s Bridge to be able to provide teachers with adequate and safe housing.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
                                                                                  
                                                                               

 



 

THE SOLUTION  
 

Believer’s Bridge and Missao Ponte, the project’s development team has carefully analyzed the local 
needs to solve the problem regarding proper housing for the current and future teachers and their 
families.  

Recently, the Academy was blessed with an amazing donation of a home adjacent to the Academy’s 
property. The home has two bedrooms, an office, living room, one bathroom, a kitchen, and laundry 
room. Originally, the house which is currently a single storey building was designed as a two storey 
structure which is a great blessing and an answer to the immediate need for more housing for teachers 
at the Academy.  The plan for the property is to take advantage of the original design of the house and 
construct an additional second level to allow for two or more apartments with all the amenities.   

Generous and compassionate donors have the opportunity to make the Amazon Valley Academy 
Teacher’s Housing project a reality.  In an effort to maximize this opportunity and based on the 
information gathered by the Believer’s Bridge development team, after carefully analysis they have 
made some recommendations for the proper housing needs for the teachers. This new housing initiative 
has been created to resolve this urgent need for proper housing for the teachers and families. 
 
 
 

Goal: 
We hope to completely renovate the donated home and construction of a second floor: 
 
The project will consist of: 

 Paint and remodel inside of existing home.   

 Upgrade electrical and plumbing as needed.   

 Construction of two apartments on second floor.  

 Installation of roof.  

 Electrical and plumbing on second floor.   

 Title deed transfer & Taxes.  

TOTAL COST:  $ 109,725.00 
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A View Inside the Home 
 

Living Room 
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Dining Area 

 

 

Laundry Room  

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                
 



 

 

 

Bedroom-1 

 

 

Bedroom-2 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  
 

 



 

 

 

Bathroom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Today, you have a chance to respond and share Christ’s love with  

the children of Brazil through your participation in  

the Amazon Valley Academy Teacher’s Housing Project 
                                                                                   



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

SOLUTION 
 

 
 

AVA Teacher’s Housing Project   

Budget 

 

QTY  DESCRIPTION 
UNIT 

COST  
TOTAL 

COST  

 FACILITIES   

 Purchase of 3 story apartment complex    $65,000.00 

 Purchase of a single family home unit    

 Construction of  a 2nd apartment on 2nd floor    $25,000.00 

 New roof    

  Painting    

 Electrical work   

 Plumbing work     

 Windows  & doors   

 Deed  title transfer & taxes  $5,000.00 

    

 Contingency  $4,750.00 

 TOTAL PROJECT  COST  $99,750.00 

   Believer’s Bridge Supervision & Reporting Fee  $9,975.00 

 GRAND TOTAL  $109,725.00 

 
 
 

The funds that you generously contribute to Believer’s Bridge will be used toward completion of the 
Project that you have chosen to support.  If any of your kind donations exceeds budget cost, rest assured 
that it will be used to fund other Believer’s Bridge projects designed to fill the urgent needs. 
                                                                                                                                                                  


